
Welcome to the 51st Annual General Meeting.  We hope that you will enjoy the lunch and meeting today, and leave this afternoon with loads of enthusiasm for the flower arranging year ahead.
Thank you to everyone who has brought along a table arrangement today.  Good luck in the competition to win the Phyllis Grant Trophy.  Thanks also to the ladies of the Otmoor WI for providing us with another smashing meal.
March ‘Springtime’ Competition Cancelled
Because it was necessary to change the published programme for the start of this year there is no demonstrator/judge for our March meeting and it is therefore necessary for us to cancel the competition.  This meeting will now take the form of a members’ in-house afternoon.  Teams of four people will be asked to complete an arrangement entitled ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’.  Flowers and a container will be provided but we hope that you will all bring a small quantity of foliage as well as any accessories you would like to include to enhance the title.  Previous members’ afternoons have been very successful and great fun, so we hope that you will join in.

Spring Classes
It is proposed to hold 3 classes this year on show and competition work.
Class 1 – Wednesday, 10th April – “Eastertime”.  You will be given ideas as to what to bring – flowers, foliage, accessories etc.  The start of the day will be a discussion on how to go about entering a competition and all the considerations involved.  Participants will then do an exhibit to depict the title using the items they have brought.
Class 2 – Wednesday, 8th May -  “The World of Make Believe”  -  Ideas will be given on interpretation and participants will bring their own materials to depict the title.
Class 3 – Wednesday, 12th June – “Celebrations”  - To be done under competition rules and judged.  All the details will be given at the previous class.

The cost will be £12 per class or £30 for all three.  They will be held at Ickford Village Hall, 9am – 12.30pm.  Don’t forget to sign up with Elaine as spaces are limited.
Programme for 2014
If you missed the January meeting you will not be aware that the demonstrator who was booked for the September 2014 meeting is now unable to come, so it has been suggested that it would be an excellent opportunity to hold a Club Competition similar to the one that was cancelled in December.  It would be staged and judged under NAFAS rules and is a perfect occasion to let your creative skills come to the fore.  Although this seems a long way ahead we need to gauge members’ thoughts on this event before we complete the programme for 2014.  So please let us know by signing on the board that is circulating this afternoon.

PTO

Area Day School
We have been informed that there will be a day school held at Benson Parish Hall on Wednesday 17th April entitled ‘A Simply Contemporary Spring’.  The cost for the day will be £20 including tea/coffee and you will need to bring along your own lunch.  Coffee will be available at 10am for a 10.30am start.  The format will be similar to last year, you will be able to choose two of three designs 

1. 
Using Midelino

2. 
A Spring  Basket

3. 
Using Wool and Leaves

Worksheets for these sessions will be available soon.  Please see Elaine to apply for a place.

Notice board dates for your diaries

· Mon 4th March  -  Area Council Meeting at Benson – 10.30am-12.30pm

· Tues 9th April  -  ‘Floral Charity Evening’ with Tan Strong, Pat Dibben & Jane Haas at Shiplake Memorial Hall, Shiplake Cross, Nr Henley, RG9 4DW at 7.30pm.  Tickets £15 (includes glass of bubbly & nibbles) from Irene Manson 0118 947 0737
· 21st-23rd June  -  “For Your Pleasure’, BB&O Area Show as part of the 2013 Blenheim Palace Flower Show.  Schedules available soon.

· 27th June – 1st July  -  ‘Saints Preserve Us’, Flower Festival at St Dunsten’s, Monks Risborough.

· Sat 13th July  -  Thame Show  -  See Schedule for details
· 11th-13th July  -  NAFAS National Show 2013 –Bournemouth International Centre.  More details on the NAFAS website
· 16th-18th August - ‘Floral Arts and Crafts’, a joint NAFAS/WI Event at Denman College, Marsham, Abingdon, OX13 6NW.  Admission £5.  Tickets from Anna Steven 01865 435037 or Helen Smith 01235 868669

· 18th-22nd June 2014  -  WAFA Ireland 2014 – ‘A Floral Odyssey’  at Royal Dublin Society.  More details on the WAFA website

As this is my last meeting as Chairman may I take the opportunity to say a huge thank you to everyone for their friendship and support over the seventeen years that I have been a member.  Since I have already moved to pastures new I can assure you that I miss the camaraderie and meeting up with you all once a month.  You have a very strong committee in charge so I know that the club is in safe hands and will thrive.  I hope to pop back from time to time to catch up.

Carole
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